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This striking antique bronze was the support for a monopied table. Roman tables took on
quite elaborate forms, the legs modelled in the shape of animals, sphinxes or grotesque
figures. They were among the elaborate furnishings featuring in wealthy households across
the empire. Our knowledge of Roman furniture is derived mainly from depictions in frescoes
along with actual pieces of furniture and fragments, several of which were preserved by the
eruption of Vesuvius in AD 79.

The present table leg can be compared to several pieces from the same period in the British
Museum'’s collection, for example a marble table-leg in the shape of the head and leg of a
panther or another, also in marble, in the form of a winged cupid springing from a plant
mounted on a lion’s leg. Tables resting on a single central support were popular; Livy
mentions ‘tables with one foot’".

' Richter (see lit.) p. 112



