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Of exceptionally fine quality, the present bronze applique well
exemplifies luxury types of “fulcrum fittings”, or decorative bronze
components adorning Greek, Hellenistic and Roman couches,
which could be cast in the round or in low relief. The striking pose,
seemingly capturing a figure in movement, is typical of Hellenistic
sculpture.

The arresting features recall portraits of Alexander the Great, and
the pose has antecedents in sculptures such as the Hellenistic
Head of Dying Alexander in the Uffizi, Florence (fig. 1). Idealised
portraits of great men and rules disguised as gods or semi-gods
were common throughout antiquity, and the present applique
could well represent Alexander as Dionysus.

A precedent in ornamental bronzes is for instance found on an
applique of Ptolemy | Soter, the Macedonian Greek general under
Alexander the Great which, dated to the 3™ Century B.C., is now in
The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore (fig. 2).

Fig. 1: Head of Dying Alexander,
Parian marble, Hellenistic, Uffizi,
Florence.

Fig. 2: Applique of Ptolemy | as
Dionysus, bronze, 37 Century BC,
The Walters Art Museum,
Baltimore.



